
Upcoming Events 
Sunday Worship Times: 

8:00, 9:25 , and 11:00 AM  in 

the sanctuary 

Awakening at 10:30 AM in the 

Soul Garage 

 December 31—Monday—
Church office will be closed 

 January 1—Tuesday, Happy 
New Year (Church Office 
Closed) 

 January 4-6—Friday-Sunday, 
Forest Lakes District Youth 
Conference in Green Bay.  
Students should be at the 
church at 10:30 AM on Friday 
for departure at 11:00 AM, and 
returning Sunday at 5:00 PM.  

 January 7—Monday, Monday 
Night Prayer at 6:30 PM at 
Maranatha.  

 January 11—Friday, MOPS meet 
in the Fellowship Hall “Growing 
Toward God” from 9-11 AM.  

 January 12—Youth Game Night 
at Nord’s  from 7-10 PM. 
Contact Pastor Tony for details. 

 January 16—Wednesday, 
Young at Heart (Age 55+) 
lunch in the Fellowship Hall. 
Check the bulletin board to the 
left inside the fellowship hall for 
details. 

 January 22—Tuesday, 
Maranatha brainstorming 
session for community outreach 
at the church at 7:00 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall.  

 January 25—Friday, MOPS Play 
Day in the Ministry Center at 
9:00 AM.  
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2012 Remember/Forget/Press-On 2013 
 It’s interesting that even, or dare we say especially, when 

David was under great stress he would remember.   

“I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes I will remember your miracles 

of long ago.  I will meditate on all your works and consider all your mighty 

deeds …” (Ps 77:13)   

 And when he was really excited and happy that the ark of God had been 

returned he remembered.  

“Give thanks to the Lord … look to the Lord and his strength; seek his 

face always.  Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles and the 

judgments he pronounced. (I Ch. 16:8ff) 

 Remembering is important because it encourages, it strengthens our 

faith, it can even remind us that God loves us when we miss the mark.  Praise 

God. 

 But then what can Paul mean in Phil 3:12ff? There he 

says: 

“…forgetting what is behind and straining toward what 

is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 

which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” 

 Surely he isn’t disagreeing with David’s call for 

remembering what God has done or with Moses’ song in 

Exodus 15 as he reflected on God’s salvation of his people 

from the Egyptian army. And there are many places where Paul rejoices as he 

remembers the people, the fruit of his four missionary journeys. 

 Perhaps what the Apostle Paul is getting at is the point of our focus.  

Perhaps he is saying that we remember God and His greatness and we forget the 

specifics (even the imperfections) of what we have done in our service as we 

look to Him for direction in our ministries in the present, even in the future, 

2013. That also seems to be the center of Christ’s words in Luke 16 where He 

tells us that putting our hand to the plow and looking back is not a good thing. 

Surely we are to consider the tremendous work God has done here at Maranatha 

during 2012 as evidence of His grace, as an encouragement to our own faith in 

Him. Wow! (Sorry, I get really excited here) Look at God’s provision of two new 

wonderful pastors.  Look at the lives being touched in a special way through 

Awakening.  Look at those moms and children in MOPS and look at the 

tremendous commitment of our people to that new work, as well as AWANA and 

Sunday School. And there are other ministries occurring that involve large 

numbers of our people who are quietly meeting needs of folks in our church and 

folks in the community. 

 I’m guessing that Paul is not saying that we lose or block all memory of 

our past, but that we consider the battles won and even the confessed sin as 



being done with and all settled and now we need to focus on the exciting things He has for us today and 

tomorrow.  We’re not to worry about tomorrow, but it does look like Paul is really pushing for that goal out in 

front, much as a runner pushes to the tape. 

 In light of recent world and national events, both political and social, Pastor Dan and your elders are 

sensing God’s call on our lives and on Maranatha to move in a direct and concerted 

way to be involved in additional effective  outreach to our community, while not 

neglecting the existing programs and the discipling of our people. We greatly value 

your prayers and your suggestions as we look to God for His direction for this His 

church. We’re planning to have a special ‘brainstorming session’ on January 22 in the 

Fellowship Hall; we would really be encouraged by your attendance there and 

participation if God so leads. All of this is dependent, of course, on our close walk and 

fellowship with our Lord. But do you see that tape out there?  Come on legs, come on muscles, let’s press on to 

that mark to which God is calling us  

Jim Holmes, for your elders   

A Closer Look at THE SECRET OF SNOWFLAKE COUNTY 

Behind the Scenes... 

Thank you Julie 

Henningsen, Becky 

Kuhrt, Leslie Olson, 

parents and children 

and the rest of the 

team for the  Children’s 

Christmas Program.  

Pictures courtesy of 

Jane Farm, Jeannine 

Zook and Tony Nord. 

Sewing hats & scarves 



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Don Frolik, Phyllis Buck, Stan Oftedahl, Darlene 
Strohmeyer, Ray Caldwell, Gwenette Werth, Doris 
Wrokman, John Clement, Don Murley, Pat Swanson, 
Marjie Peterson’s husband Lynn, Paul Green’s step-
brother Tom, Bob Lindner’s sister Linda Schatz, Gladys 
Ellison, Esther Swan’s brother David,  Dube Culver’s 
brother Marshall, Patti Aune’s sister Betty, Justin 
Wosepka’s dad Robin,  Kathy Johnson’s mother Irene 
Vaughn,   Fran Reich’s children, Lillian Bjugstad’s son 
Mark, Elfriede Harwart’s children, Larry Hawley’s sisters, 
Don & Bernadette Park’s son Bruce, Harold & Marilyn 
Edward’s son Steve, Jane Gudim’s mother Dorothy, Sandy 
Hodge’s sister Jo & friend Ann, McClain’s daughter-in-law 
Sandy,  Leah Margan’s niece Leanna, Richard Robinson’s 
grandmother Betty, Dale & Marge Heinecke’s niece Wynn, 
Steve & Janet Johnson’s brother-in-law Leigh Livermore, 
Hill’s brother-in-law Rick, Carolyn Swanberg’s son Brent, 
Mary Graese’s sister Corinne, Fossum’s friend Gene, 
Dean Valentin’s cousin Tim, Joan Neidermire’s friend Tami 

“But God has 
surely 
listened and 

heard my voice in 
prayer.  Praise be to 
God, who has not 
rejected my prayer 
or withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

Erickson & Carol Montgomery’s brother Ronnie. 

Residents of Nursing Care: Thomas Landing: 
Ruth Fredrickson-Olson,  Knaphaven (Chetek):  Lois 
Carlson. 

Serving in the military:   Steve Blihovde’s son 
Grant isserving in Afghanistan.  

Praises:  Dave & Darlene Strohmeyer’s daughter 
Dawn is home from Afghanistan. Andre and Renee 
Abraham are celebrating the healthy birth of son 
Elijah Peter on December  17, 2012.  The Children’s 
Christmas Program was a great success and we 
want to thank each one who contributed their time 
and efforts.  Four individuals 
have made commitments to 
take Jesus Christ as their Lord 
and savior this past month.  An 
additional seven people made 
decisions for Christ during our 
Christmas Eve services.  May 
the Lord bless each one. 

-Busy time for Youth- 

Earning their way to the Forest Lakes District Conference, 80’s Party and Raking Leaves... 

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

80’s 

Party  

<—Leaf  

Raking 

Earning the way 

to Districts…—-> 



 

Our church offices will be closed December 31st and January 1st to celebrate the Christmas and New Year Holidays. Pastors and 
staff wish you all a blessed and safe Christmas and New Year.  
 

 
Forest Lakes District Youth Conference—Students who have signed up and paid are asked to be at Maranatha by 10:30 AM on Friday, 
January 4th.  The bus leaves for Green Bay at 11:00 AM.  Students will be returning on Sunday, January 6th at 5:00 PM.  Please pray 
for a great, memorable, and life-changing time for students in their walk with Jesus Christ. 
Our church Is powered by prayer—Please join us Monday, January 7th at 6:30 PM for Monday Night Prayer at Maranatha.  If you are 
unable to attend but have a special request, please contact the church office at 715-234-8313. 
 

MOPS “Growing Toward God” will meet on Friday, January 11th at 9:00 AM at Maranatha.  All mother of preschoolers are invited to 
join us.  For further information please visit our website wws.maranathafree.com, click on “Ministries” and check the MOPS link.   
 

Young at Heart (Age 55+) will meet Wednesday, January 16th at noon in the fellowship hall for lunch. Please sign up at the bulletin 
board to the left inside the fellowship hall. For questions, Contact Lee & Shelby Wohlk at 715-458-2925. 
 

 
MOPS Play day—Friday, January 25th at 9:00 AM in the Ministry Center.  MOPS mothers and children are invited to attend. 
 
remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take you 
to where you can click on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not have access to 
the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome Center 
Lobby) each month as we update it. 
 
Service Times : Sunday services in the Sanctuary at 8:00 AM, 9:25 AM and 11:00 AM, Awakening Service times are 10:30 AM Sunday Mornings 
in the Soul Garage.  Children’s Sunday Hide and Seek is at the ministry Center from 9:25AM-10:25 AM.. Nursery is available for infants 
through 36 months in the main church for all services.  

3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 

Maranatha 
Evangelical  Free 
Church  

We’re on the Web! 

www.maranathafree.com 

January 2013 

January Announcements 


